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EXCOMMUNICATION. 


Mr. Randal Willmot has lately been excom- 
wunicated from the Baptist church, in Bethany, 
for believing in the doctrine of the final resti- 
tution. His good and unimpeached character, 
his peaceable and upright life, and exemplary 
conduct before and since he joined the church, 
js attested to by all his acquaintances. Ifhe 
has suffered persecution, he has suffered for 
righteousness sake, and can with propriety, be 
counted among that number to whom the words 
of Jesus may apply. “ Blessed are ye when 
men shall hate you, and when they shall sepa- 
rate you from their company, and shall reproach 
youand cast out your name as evil, for the 
- Som ef Man’s sake,”’. From a letter. we have 

eceived from Br. Willmot, we transcribe that 
part which relates to his excommunication. 


‘«¢ | have lived in this place thirteen years 
and have been in good standing in the Baptist 
ehurch about five years. About one year be- 
fore I was excommunicated, I began to doubt 
the truth of the doctrine of endless punishment; 
and some time in May last, I became estab- 
lished in the belief that God would eventually 
save all mankind ; I expressed my opinion to 
several people, and it soon got to the members 
ef the church ; some of them called on me to 
enquire the cause of my advocating the uni- 
versal doctrine. Itold them Ihad said noth- 
ing but what I believed, and they could call it 
what doctrine they pleased ; a few days after, 
the minister, John Smitzer, called at my house, 
and told me that himself and two others were 
appointed to examine me. I called at his 
house at the time appointed, and we had a long 
conversation, they endeavored to persuade 
me that I had got into a dangerous error, and 
that none but infidels believed as I did, but they 
gave me no satisfaction, and I went home more 
firm than ever in my belief. On Saturday of 
the same week, there was a church meeting, 
but I was not present ; at evening, one of the 
members informed me that the church had 











voted tohave me excommunicated, the next 
day ; I told him that according to the churen 
discipline they could not excommunicate for a 
matter of opinion ; he then told me that the 
church had that afternoon altered that clause 
in the discipline 5 so it seems that they were 
determined that nothing should do short of my 
being excommunicated ; accordingly on the 
next day, it was done in the presence of seven- 
ty or eighty people, and for no other reason 
than believing in the final restitution of all 
things, for there was no other charge against 
me, The excommunication, as near as J can 
recollect, was of this manner: Whereas, icun- 
dal Willmot, formerly a member ofthis church, 
has withdrawn himself from all chris‘ian soci- 
ety, and has embraced the doctrine of univer- 
salism, he is hereby excommunicated from the 
fellowship of this church, till he shall acknowk 
edge his error. ; 

I then spoke, and told Mr. Smitzer that he 
had stated that which I thought was incorrect, 
and that I denied the charge of withdrawing 
from Christian society. He replied, that he 
had no time to talk with me and dismissed the 
meeting.” 

There is nothing which seems to excite a 
more instantaneous alarm in the churches 
than the doctrine of universal grace. There 
is nothing which calls up the zealous spirit of 
censure quicker, or sooner, or more effectually 
expels a member from church privileges, than 
an avowal of this doctrine. Ifit is a doctrine 
so absurd, so unscriptural, and faulty, why is it 
not made to appear so? why is not its influ- 
ence and progress checked at once by the powe 
erful evidences which is said to stand agaias: *, 
Something more than the mere assertion of frail 
men is necessary to prove it a doctrine of infie 
delity. An infidel believes that Jesus Christ 
is not the Saviour of any ; the baptists believe 
he is the Saviour of a part ; the universalist be- 
lieves he is the Saviour of all. Let the bap- 
tists themselves now judge whether they or we 
come the nearest to infidelity,if our approximas 
tion to infidelity is decided on in proportion to 
our belicfin Jesus the Saviour. Mr. Willmot 
was cast out of the church, as unfit for fellow- 
ship, not because he believed as infidels, that 
Christ would not save any, but because he bop, 
lieved he would save all, in contradiction to tie 
baptists, that he would save only apart. How 
will the baptists make good their allegation to 


Mr. Willmot, that none but infidels believed ag . 


he did. 
_ The determined perseverance of the baptists 
in Bethapy, that Mr. Willmet should net re 
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main in their church, is a striking instance of and listened with devout attention to the preach- 
their implacable prejudice against the univer- er. It seemed as thongh the multitude were 
salists. Was the arraigned tried by their dis- anxious to hear the gospel in its purity, and as 
cipline, his conduct was unimpeachable, and | far as has been asceriained, they were satisfied 
by their discipline he would have been cleared. | with the doctrine preached. After the meeting 
But he held a belief so repugnant to their feel-| closed, the Governor invited Mr. Bartlett and 
ings, that notwithstanding hisunimpeached | the clergymen present, to go witi him and dine, 
character, an article in their discipline of the | This invitation was accepied.—We may well 
most charitable import,was aliered into a man- | imagine from this circumstance, connected with 
date of bigotry, to anathematize a professor and | the pleasant feclings which the chief magistrate 
a practiser of christianity. Was the discipline | manifested, that there was nothing very un- 
of this baptist church unscriptural before, or is | pleasant to him in the service or in the appoint. 
it since they altered it, or do they claim infal-| ment. 
libility in themselves to alter the rules Christ} The Legislature again convened, and in or- 
has laid down to govern his church, as circum-| ganizing it was necessary to choose some cler- 
stances may require. A brother is entitled to gyman to officiate as ( haplaiu during the ses. 
the privileges of the church, so long as his life|sion, ‘This has invariably Leen offered to the 
comports with the christian, but the law of person who preaches the election sermon ; but 
church government, which secures to him lib-| as Mr. Bartlett was chosen representative from 
erty of conscience in matters of faith, is done a-| the town of Hartland, it placed him in embar- 
way, or altered whenever it forbids a desire to} rassing circumstances, as he would have toe 
brand a brother with heresy and infidelity, and | serve in two capacities ; this caused him to de- 
as such to thrust him from their communion,—/| cline being candidate for Chaplain. Mr, Love- 
Ifthe precedent is just, the law of right becomes 'Jand who nominated Mr. Bartlett to preach the 
election sermon, who again held a seat in the 
House, arose and addressed the Chairman, in a 
speech of considerable length, in which he ob- 
serves the Universalists did not relinquish their 
en away by a pretended brotherhood, who can} claim for ¢ haplai, although his friend, from 
be geverned by no discipline which opposes | the consideration of his situation, had declined. 
their will. Jesus was allowed to defend him-! He said that he viewed iit no more than right, 
self if he desired, before the bloody tribunal | and according to common custom, that the order 
which condemned him ; Paul was allowed to} of Christians who commenced the religious ex- 
speak for himself before the prejudicial courts | ercises should continue them through the ses- 
of the Jews, and high authorities of the Gen-|sion. In support of this, he said, he would 
tiles, when arraigned before them. But this} nominate Rev. John E. Palmer of Barre. No 
privilege was not granted Mr. Willmot, when | sooner was this nomination made, than Mr. 
falsely accused of withdrawing “ from a!l chris- | Temple, of Rutland, nominated Rev. Chester 
tian society,” but he was publicly reproached, | Wright of Monipelier. Hence we learn that 
and not sufiered to speak in his defence, and | the orthodox always want all their own rights, 
condemned for the hope of tke promise made to | and their neighbors’ too. But in this claim 
the fathers, and not permitied to give the rea-| they failed. Mr. Palmer was elected the first 
sons of hiskope. Let the baptists in prospect | ballotting by a handsome majoriiy. ‘Lhus we 
of their judgment day, enquire if this is the for- | see that liberal sentiments begin to prevail, and 
bearing, meek and gentle religion of Jesus.— | charity increases, All we have to say on this 
Candid Examiner. subject is, the Legislature have done honor to 
— themselves, and have maintained those repub- 
UNIVERSALISTS RESPECTABLE IN _ | lican principles which ever delight us. ‘They 
VERMONT. have at the risk of their popularity granted the 
It may be gratifying to some of our readers to | Universalists their rights as well as others.— 
know that the Universalists, who have so long | Christian Repository. A MEMBER. 
heen kept in the back ground, and who have 
scarcely been recognized asa christian denom-| © From the Christian Almanac for 1826. 
ination, especially by those who term themselves THE SABBATH BREAKERS, _ 
orthodox, have this,and the preceding year been| __ A few years since, a gentleman residing ir 
honored and respected by the Legislature of | Philadelphia, established a Sabbath School in 
Vermont. It will be recollected that the Edi- | the suburbs of the city, which he regularly met 
tor of ihe Repository was chosen to preach the | every Sabbath morning. As he walked out, he 
ETéction Sermon ; this service he attended, and | noticed that he passed a house were he uniform- 
preached a discourse from these words, “ For | ly found a part of the family at work in the gar- 
we are also his offspring.” Acts xvii.28. Wej|den, raising vegetables for the market. In 
axe informed that the theeting-house in Mont- j one of his walks past the garden, he threw a 
pelier was never known to be so crowded on | Tract over the fence, on the sinfulness of viola- 
such an occasion. Hundreds departed and | ting the holy Sabbath.. No one happened to 
went away because they could not enter the | be in the garden at the time, and the Tract lay 
doors. li:any crowded around the windows | unperceived for some hours. But in the course 
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as changeable as the various prejudices and o- 
pinions of frail men. "To.day alaw may shield 
us from the uncharitable encroachments of ac- 
cusing brethren ; to-morrow that shield is tak- 
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of the day, a female of the family, walking 
through the garden, picked up the Tract, won- 
dering how a religious book could come there. 
On reading its title, and seeing the subject on 
which it treated, she superstitiously supposed 
it must have been sent there miraculously, to 
convict the family of the guilt of breaking the 
Sabbath. What with the convictioas ofa con- 
science awakened on reading the Tract, and 
what with more of superstition, the woman was 
thrown into an agony, next into convulsions ; 
and that night, about 12 o’clock, in the awful 
agony and forebodings of misery for a wicked 
life, she was stretched out a corpse! 

Here, said the Rev. Dr. Milnor,of New-York, 
as he related this account at the meeting of the 
Tract Society in Boston, h re I must not stop ; 
for | should not have dared to have related the 
circumstance, but for what follows. The wo- 
man was buried, but the Tract was left behind. 
It was read by the family 3-and the conse- 
quence was, that by the means of her death, 
and the little Tract, five individuals, out of the 
seven who composed the family, were awakened 
and eventually, were hopefully converted unto 
Christ. They have since brought forth meet 
for repentance, and these five persons look up- 
on that Tract as the instrument, in the hands of 
God, of their conversion. 

The above article is inserted, in order to give 
the friends of Mr. Milnor an opportunity to 
come forward and substantiate the statements 
contained in it. The truth of the statements 
have been called in question by a number of in- 
fluential persons in the State of New-York, who 
are determined to have the matter tested to its 
foundation. 

A letter (to be followed by others) has been 
addressed to the narrator through the medium 
ofa public paper, and the Editor of the Re- 
former has been called on to aid in the iavesti- 
gation. Ifany such circumstances, therefore, 
are known to have taken place in the suburbs 
of this city, those acqu d with them are re- 
spectfully requested to*¢ome forward in their 
confirmation, that no’ suspicions of falsehood 
may rest on Mr. Milnor, should he not be guil- 
ty. This will only be doing an act of justice to 
the individual concerned—for we learn that the 
matter will not be permitted to rest until the 
truth or falsehood of the relation is fully ascer- 
tained. 

The fabulous story published in the Tract 
Society in this city some years since, entitled, 
“‘ Another voice from the grave,” with several 
other detected “ pious frauds,” has induced the 
persons engaged in the investigation of the 
subject now under consideration, to believe 
that the whole statement is destitute of any 
foundation in truth. If it can be shown to be 
otherwise, it is very proper that it should be 
attempted without delay, as the doctrine of 
“ pious frauds” is not admissible in this country, 
whatever sanction may be given to it by great 


names. 
Philadelphia Reformer. 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 





4ly 


— 














—_ 


——$—S— a 


GOSPEL ADVOCATE. 


BUFFALO, FRIDAY, JAN. 6, 1826. 








—_ 





"ROVE ALL THINGS: HOLD FAST THIr WHICH ts Gow 


~— 








UNIVERSALISM vs. METHODISM. 
Conclusion of Mr. Knapp's Letter, &c. 

‘* The holy scriptures address mankind as being 
morally free, binding on all reasonable beings the 
several duties inseparable frorn their happiness. They 
use the strongest terms of terror to the finally im- 
penitent; and the most endearing terms of friend- 
ship, together with the most powerful incentives im- 
aginable, to allure the broken heart & contrite spirit.” 

We perfectly concur with brother Knapp in the 
sentiment expressed in the first sentence of the above 
paragraph. Mankind are always addressed as mora] 
and accountable beings—a truth which we never 
havedenied. The reader should bear in mind, that 

e€ present controversy is not on the question, wheth- 
er man is morally free, or not; but whether he is, or 
is not “entirely” free. This caution may be neces- 
sary, toguard the reader against any false impres- 
sions; for some things have been taken as granted, 
that we have never either expressed or implied.— 
That the scrij-tures use the strongest terms of terror 
to the finally impenitent, is an assumption entirely 
unsupported by any thing beside the declarations of 
fallible men. The “sirongest terms of terror” with 
which we are acquainted, are found in tracts, o1 tho- 
dox inuendos, sermons, &c. In such preductions we 
find many terms used, which may be considered as 
of the superlative degree of comparison, such as 
‘‘endless damnation—infinity of sin—total depravity 
—infants in hell not a span long—eterna) burnings, 
&c.” none of which are to be found in the scriptures. 
Neither do we read about impenitent sinners, or as 
the terms are generally used, * finally impenitent sin- 
ners” as a distinct class of beings. This form of ex- 
pression has beentmanufactured for the accommuda- 
tion of such as are disposed to say, “ I am holier than 
thou.” Itis time, therefore, that ‘ heli-deserving” 
saints had left off using the term by way of reproach 
of others, and commendation of themselves,—it is 
high time, that professing christians, of all denomin- 
ations, should begin to pluck the beam out of their 
own eyes, and afier this charitable work has b.‘n 
done at home, they will see more clearly the mote in 
the eye of an “‘impenitent sinner.” Our opponent far- 
ther says, that the scriptures address the most endear- 
ing terms of friendship, and the most powerful incen- 
tives, to allure the broken and contrite spirit. All 
this is well. But the fault consists in taking the 
children’s meat and giving it to the dogs. Those who 
are fond of saying much about terror for impenitent 
sinners,and endearing terms of friendship for the bro- 
ken and contrite spirit, are very fond of applying all 
the endearing terms of friend-htp to themselves, and 
the terrors of the scriptures to their ncigh- 
bors ; which amounts to a demonstration of the fact, 
that it requires a strange definition of terms, to show 
the justice of the application. Who are the broken 
hearted, the cgntrite spirits, who are to monopolize 
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the endearing terms of friendship used in the scrip- 
tures? Are they such as being “entirely” free, have 
done something through the “ influenoes of the holy | 
Spirit” towards appeasing the wratk of an angry God, | 
and are now disposed tosay to others we are holier» 
than our now fellows? Must we look for broken 
Spirits among those who expect to exult over the | 
tniseries of the damned in hell? If so may we know | 
it! But spiritual pride, in our opinion, is one thing» 
and contrition of heart isanother. If brother K. is 
so contrite, and broken hearted, as to think that he is 
going to heaven, and his neighbors to hell, we hope 
he may be converted from the error of his ways and 
become a christian ! He goes on to say, 

‘¢ From what you say, page 298, one might sup- 
pose you consider the atonement of little importance 
tomankind. Your wordsare, ‘ but candid and good 
men often misjudge universalism. by keeping in their 
mind the idea of a vicarious sacrifice, and supposing 
that we are not punished in this life for our sins, nor 
rewarded for our righteousness.’ Whether you op- 
pose the doctrine of atonement, or only disapprove of 
the words ‘ vicarious sacrifice,’ is not easy to deter- 
mine. Ishould flatter myself,that you are only at 
war with the words with which we express our ideas. 
If, however it be the atonement which you oppose, 
why do you not tell us, in a word, that christianity is 
a fable, and that the world need not trouble them- 
selves about it.” 

The above betrays much ignorance of the doctrine 
which our oppouent attempts toexpose. Strange! 
universalists suppose the atonement of little conse- 
quevce! And why so? O, because, they “ suppose’ 
that the consequence of it, will be the salvation of all 
men !! This must be logical, indeed! Mr. K. flatters 
himself with the hope, that we are only at war with 
the words which the orthodox use to express their 
ideas. Weconfess the fact, thatwe not only disap- 
prove of such words, but of the ideas conveyed to 
the mind by them. We do not believe in a vicarious 
sacrifice, according to the common acceptation of 
those words; nordo wo assent to the dogma of impu- 
ted vighieousness, as it is generally maintained ; but 
we do believe, that “* the righteous shall be recom- 
pensed in the earth, much more the wicked and the 
sinner—that every man shall be rewarded according 
to his own works—and that God will by no means 
clear the guilty. See Prov. xi, 31. Math. xvi. 27, 
Ex. xxxiv. 7. Were, probably we are at variance 
with Mr, K. inasmuch as he ie of the opinion, that 
the atonement of Christ was of such a nature as to ex- 
onerate the believer from merited punishment. But we 
have no hesitation in saying, that such opinion is the 
opposite of ours. Christ did not die to redeem man- 
kind from punishment, but from sin. See Tit. ii. 14. 
“ Whogave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity and purify unto himself a peculiar 
people zealous of good works.” Nor do we believe, 
that Christ came into the world to satisfy an infinite 
dissatisfaction ! But weare fully persuaded, that God 
was in Christ, reconciling the world unto himeelf, 
not ¢mputing their trespasses unto them.” Now if 
this doctrine leads to the conclusion, that christianity 


ya fable, then so brat. But how the notion of vi- 


scriptures, or Christ, is more than we are able to di. 
vine. Such docirine appears more like that of the 
serpent, than that of the scriptures, it virtually says, 
** ye shall not surely die.” It opens a way for escape 
from that punishment which God has threatened, and 
which he hath declared shall be inflicted_on the 
transgressor, and experience has long since demon. 
strated the fact, it has only served to quiet the con- 
sciences of men and afford a cloak for hypocrisy? Mr. 
K. continues, : 

“You consider faith of no importance to mankind, 
and consequently, the unbeliever stands on as good 
ground as the believer. In the application of the 
supposition of yourself, that you mayotain aad propa- 
gate bad doctrin: , &c. you say suppose he repents 
and becomes sound in the orthodox faith, what then 
will be the consequence ? O, he will stand as good a 
chance to be saved as his neighbor! Now, sir, I am 
agreed, that there may be ten thousand instances of 
this kind. Such was the case of the dying thief.— 
You farther state, ‘while thousands of others, not half 
so wicked as ourselves, who happen to die withoyt 
being converted, will be consigned to hell, world 
withoutend. Yes, to this we are agreed, so lorg as 
we read, that except ye be converted, &c. ye cane 
not enter into the kingdom of God. However, I do 
not think you speak with propriety when you say 
‘ happen to die without being converte,’ as if it were 
a matter of luck and chance, or even among the cas- 
ualties of mortals. I believe that God gives to every 
reasonable being a sufficient time aad opportunity 
to attend to his soul’s salvation, before he takes him 
into eternity.” 

It is a matter of fastonishment and regret, thata 
man, who believes in an eternal hell for the wicked, 
should deliberately misrepresent the views of another. 
Who ever told Mr. K. that we * consider faith of no 
consequence to mankind?” What authority bas he 
for making such an assertion ? Weask a reason for 
this charge against us. While we are constantly 
urging the importance and utility of faith to the world : 
while we are incessantly engaged in proclaiming a 
faithful God—an efficient Redeemer—an eternal sys- 
tem of salvation, not of works, are we to be told that 
we believe, or teach, that faith is of n0 consequence? 
Let Mr. K. meet us on fair ground; and not attempt 
to deceive the public with his misrepresentations. In 
the reply to Mr. Fay’s letter, it was stated that on 
the ground assumed by our opponents, there is no e- 
quitable punishment for sin, inasmuch as faith is sup- 
posed to be a good substitute for works. The state- 
ment then made, and the conclusion drawn from the 
supposition, are, in right good earnest, adopted by 
Mr. K. and he verily believes, that a thief or any 
other vile sinner, is as likely to goto heaven as aD 
honest man—provided always, that he has faith! Here 
we differ. We believe that faith saves us from sin— 
Mr. K. thinks it will save us from punishment! We 
are found fault with for using the word “happen ;” 
and really, we confess that it is not altogether prop- 
er. But, our opponent will probably tel] us, that 
God’s purposes are liable to be frustrated by the en- 
tire freedom of man; and that, although Adam waé 
made perfectly holy, upright,and immortal; yet it so 


happened, that he became, contrary to the will of 





carious sacrificecan do honor either te God, the 


God, agrievons sinner, and moreover mortal, 2n¢ 
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\able to eternal wrath! And if all this happened, it is 
not very unlikely, that a sinner may ‘* happen to di€ 
without being converted.” Itis said, in e ect, by 
our opponent, that he is willing to assent to the idea, 
that a bad man may repent just before he dies, and 
be saved, while a tolerably good man may be darnned 
for the want of it, as long as we read that except ye 
be converted ye cannot enter into the kingdom of 
God. In reply to this idea, we say, that, if the “ king- 
dom of God” is but another name for a world of end- 
less bliss, our opponent can easily make it appear.— 
[fit is not so, the passage has no reference to the 
Subject in debate, and therefore need not be dwelt 
upon in this reply. In orderto give Mr. K. a fair 
opportunity to substantiate his argument, we assert, 
that, repentance‘or conversion being a requisite 
qualification for admittance unto the kingdom of God, 
has no reference to another mode of being. And we 
offer him a place in our columns, to prove, from the 
scriptures, the contrary, at any time he may please 
tooccupy them. We leave this part of his objection, 
without any farther remarks, aod proceed to notice 
one idea. which is quite common among mankind.— 
He says, “I believe that God gives to every reason. 
able being, a sufficient time and opportunity to attend 
to his soul’s salvation, before he takes him into eter- 
nity.” Now, how can this be possible? Mr. K. will 
maintain that God foreixnew, from all eternity, that 
the consequence of the freedom allowed his creatures 
would be the damnation of many. He foreknew, 
that sinners would neglect the offer of salvation, and 
would thus ensure their own eternal misery. All 
this Mr. K. willadmit. But now he contends, that 
under al] thase circumstances every reasonable being 
is favored with time and opportunity to attend to hig 
soul's salvation. Here let it be asked, does God give 
every reasonable being time and opportunity to save 
bis own soul? If the answer be yes, then we ask a- 
fain, is this ‘time and opportunity” such as Gog 
knows will be improved to the end for which it is 
given? Ifso, then, on Mr. Knapp’s ground, all will 
be saved ; if not, than the giving of such opportunity 
isonly a mere pretence to aggravate the misery of 
him to whom the offer is made. For example. A 
father pretends that he is anxious to give his child 
au apple; he watches for an opportunity to offer it, 
when the child is pettish, and when the father knows 
he will not take the apple. Assoon as the child re- 
fuses to accept of the gift, the father flies into a _pas- 
sion and beats the child unmereifully! This is a goog 
jllustration of the doctrince advanced by Mr. K. For 
God, is said to offer every man salvation, or an op- 
portunity to obtain it, but he offers it under such cir- 
cumstances as he knows will only strengthen the ob- 
stinacy of the one to whom the offer is made. It isa 
serious subject to dwell upon, but really, it appears, 
fhat Mr. K. would have us believe, that God offers 
salvation to sinners, only for the purpose of aug- 
menting their distress! We would be charitable, buy 
it seems to us, that Mr. K. virtually accuses Deity 
of acting a double part. We contiaue with his es- 


sty. 
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** I consider the atonement, the meritorious cause 
of man’s salvation—the holy spirit, the efficieut cause 
—and faith, an intervening or conditional cause. We 
are justified by faith; without faith it is impossible to 

lease God. The factis, without holiness no man 
shall see the Lord. In this life only is that holiness 
to be obtained ; for “it is appointed unto men once 
to die and afier this the judgrnent,” and if we are 
unprepared for heaven at that day, we have no prom- 
ise of future means of qualification. Page 299 you 
say ; but let us ask our candid friend. if it follows 
from this, that every soul that sinveth [say that con 
tinueth, and dieth in sin} shall be damned to all eter- 
nity ?? Ans. yes. Ifso, farewell hope.’ Not so.— 
An innumerable multitude shall be saved, of all kind- 
reds, nations, and tongues! So, your conclusion from 
the doctrine of eternal punishment, that ‘hell will 
swallow up the myriads of mankind, te a man.’ is ab- 
surd ; inasmuch as thousands of poor sinners, find, 
that God, on the consideration of their high Priest’s 
sacrifice, can be just, and yet the justifier of him that 
believeth.” 

It appears, from the above, that Mr. K. holds to 
three causes of salvation, fo wit, the atonement, the 
holy spirit, and faith—or the meritorious cause, the 
efficient cause, and the conditional cause !! If our 
opponent would be consistent, we should hope that 
our controversy would soon be at anend. But not- 
withstanding his three causes of salvation, the map 
pretends to believe, that one cause of damnation will 
do more than all the other causes combined! We 
venture to say, tiat our opponent is a methodist, and 
if so, he wilt admit that the atonement was sufficient 
for the whole world. Here the matter might end.— 
For if Christ’s atonement was amply sufficient for 
all, it would be reasonable {o suppose that all wonld 
be saved in consequence of it. But he goes farther. 
There is an efficient cause! Whatis an efficient 
cause, but scmething that produces its proper effect? 
The holy spirit, which we have heen told “ influences” 
the heart, is an efficient cause of man’s salvation.— 
Here then, are two causes that cu-operate in the 
work of salvation, the most prominent qualities of 
which. are merit and efficiency. One would almost be 
persuaded, from this, that the universal salvation of 
mankind will be the result! But no! There is an- 
other cause of salvtition, that entirely governs the 
other two! The conditional cause must not be left 
unnoticed. Farth musthave a sharein the honor of 
man’s salvation. or else Christ will have shed his blood 
in vain, and the efficient cause will become nugatory! 
We leave this specimen of poor orthodoxy, to be 
considered by the candid reader, only advertising Mr. 
K. that if he will tell us what we must believe, we 
will consider him entitled to our tl anks. It is farther 
maintained by our opponent, that without holiness ne 
man shall see the Lord. This declaration of the a- 
postle we devoutly believe, and it affords us much 
happiness to believe also, that when “every eye” 
shall see the Lord, all will beholy. Inreply to the 
assertion, appended to the above quotation, that 
*¢ in this life only is that holiness to be obtained,” it 
needs only be said, that the statement is unfounded, 
anti-scriptural, and repugnant to common sense.— 
What authority has Mr. K. for saying, that holiness 


must be obtained in this life or not at all? The as 
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Sertion is as impious as itis unfounded. And what 
adds to the impiety of the statemeut, is the addition 
of a mangled quotation from Heb. ix. The words 





quoted, are, * itis appointed unto men once to die, 


and after this the judgment,” which is nothing more 
nor less than amutilation of the whole text. It brings 
to mind the text selected bya ceriain preacher, as 
the foundation of a discourse against the sin of fe- 
males wearing curls on the head. It was a part of 
Matt. xxiv. 17. “ top-not come down! !” Mr. 
KK. has done but little better by disjointing the text 
above quoted. By leaving out the first and Jast part 
of the sentence, he makes it say as above. The text 
reads thus: ‘ And as itis appointed unto men once 
todie, but afier this the judgment; so Christ was 
once offered to bear the sins of many ; and unto them 
that look for him shall he appear the second time, 





without sin, unto salvation.” Any one, possessed of 


a heart open to conviction, will be satisfied from the 
context, that the death of men, and the judgment 
here mentioned were the death of the high priests un- 
der the mosaic law, and the judgment that followed; 
ihe first being by proxy, the latter that of ac juittal. 
See chapter vii. 8. ‘ And here, men that die re- 
ceive tithes :” &c. Now if Mr. K. will inform us how 
men that die “ receive tithes” we will endeavor to 
tell him how it was “ appointed unto men once to die.” 
The iast clause of the above paragraph, is but a re- 
petition of the old story ; “ ye shall not surely die,” 
i. e. if ye repent, God will save you. There isa 
way provided whereby we can escape the pun- 
ishmeat we deserve-—mullions will be saved 
in consequence of the sacrifice of Christ, &c. &c. &c. 
All this we leave, and again resume Mr. K’s letter, 

‘* There is nothing more congenial to the feelings 
of corrupt sinners, than to find some excuse for their 
sins, and a pledge of safety after death; so as to save 
themselves the trouble of repentance. &c.” 

Nothing can be more true thanthe above. Any 
thing that holds out the prospect of an escape from 
punishment, is sought after by corrupt sinners. and 
cherished’as the apple of their eye. Hence, when 
men are told by their teachers, that Christ has been 
righteous for mankind, and has suffered the peltings 
of the storm of God’s wrath in their stead, the most 
corrupt sinners will generally swallow the bait and 
{urn devotees at the shrine of vicarious suffering '— 
But when they hear the doctrine that teaches us, that 
God will by no means clear the guilty, they raise the 
cry of licentiousness! Licentious doctrine! &.— 
Again, 

~< T suppose it itis no new thiag to you to hear of 
the objection to your system ; but however old it is, 
it remains as true asever. It is frequently argued 
by universalists, that the belief of future misery [end- 
less, he means] as aconsequence of sin, &c. must be 
calculated to excite many disagreeable feelings, and 
much unnecessary anxiety of mind. I sball, in part, 
admit your argument, and do believe this was one 
reason why the apostles and many ancient christians 
passed thro’ so many trials to propagate the gospel to 
a lost world. But had they believed your doctrine, 
they might have saved themselves the trouble. How- 
ever, | cannot draw the conclusion from their tribu- 
lations, that you do from ours—that their doctrire 
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was false. Wedo not think they were unhappy 
men; nor are we unhappy. Though we many times 
feel great anxiety of mind for our fellow men. With 
the hope that I shall see the above remarks inserted 
in your paper, and your answer, if you please to re- 
ply, I submit them to you. 
l am afriend to human kind. 
HENRY KNAPP, 


Thus endeth the matter: It is no new thing to 


‘| hear the above mentioned objections urged against 


our doctrine ; but it would be a * new thing” to see 
those objections substantiated. We have often been 
told that our dvctrine is well calculated to lull the 
conscience, and to open the flood-gates of iniquity ; 
but we have never seen a demonstration of such accy. 
sation. That the doctrine of endless torment « ex. 
cites many disagreeable feelings, and much unneces. 
sary anxiety of mind” is, we believe, an incontestible 
fact ; for the doctrine beitg false, its fruits are un. 
necessary. As an evidence that the Apostles of our 
Lord did not suffer, in order to propagate such doc- 
trine, see 1. Tim. iv. 10. ‘For therefore we both 
labor and suffer reproach, because we trest in the 
living God, who is the Saviour of ALL men, specially 
of those that believe.” And Acts, iii. 21. “* Whom 
the heavens must receive until the times of restitution 
of all things, which God hath s;oken by the mouth 
of all his holy prophets since the world began.” For a 
firm belief in this truth, the apostles “‘ labored and 
suffered reproach”—in altestation of this truth Je3us 
bled—-and in defence of this (ruth, may we ever be 
engaged! Mr. K. feels great anxiety for his fellow 
men—doubtless he would save them, if, he could !— 
Weare glad tohear it! Good men, are always anxious 
to have sinners saved! But, O, if God were as anx- 
ious as our good methodist brethren are, what a glori- 
ous “‘ universal salvation” would be effected ! Then, : 
God, if he had the power, would gather togeiher in 
one, all thingsin Christ! And then universalists, 
and methodists, and all, would be saved eternally !~ 
Amen. 


“REV. DR.” MILNOR. 


Some weeks since a communication was 
published in this paper, from a respectable 
correspondent, calling in question the correct- 
ness of a story told by the gentleman whose 
name stands at the head of this article, in rela- 
tion to the “awful effects” of a tract. The 
paper containing the communication above 
mentioned, was sent to the “ Dr.” with a view 
to ascertain the facts of the case, by giving him 
an opportunity to explain the matter. The 
tale appears’ in what is called the “ Christian 
Almanac,” and for the credit of all Almanac- 
makers, and tract societies, we hope the affair 
will yet be satisfactorily explained. But, the 
“ Dr’s,” silence has led to the adoption of mea- 
sures that will not fail to bring to light the 
“ hidden things of darkness.” ‘The scene was 
laid in the vicinity of Philadelphia, and we are 
informed, that several gentlemen of this place, 
of the first respectability, have written to others 





of the former, to obtain information. From an 
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article on another page, it will. be seen, that 
the affair will not be suffered to rest until the 
truth or falsity of the story is ascertained. If 
it should at last appear, that the Christian Al- 
manac contains a false and ridiculous story, it 
will add another to the many evidences already 
produced, of the fallibility of the abettors of 
missionary schemes, and the rottenness of their 
cause. [See the article on page 410 fromthe 
Christian Almanac, entitled “ The Sabbath 
Breakers,” and remarks. 





{>> The present number of the Gospel Ad- 
vocate completes the Third Volume. A Title 
page and table of contents will be forwarded 
as soon as possible. We should fail in our 
duty were we to neglect returning our thanks 
to our numerous PATRONS and friends, who 
have aided us in the arduous work in which we 
have been engaged. There may have been 
m:iny faults committed, and the work may 
contain many things not calculated to please 
the scrupulous reader. But we content our- 
selves with the conscientious assurance, that 
our object has been good. The work, we 
trust, has done much towards disseminating the 
truth, and will be continued with a view to sub- 
serve the interests of our readers and the pub- 
lic. The ApvocaTe has stemmed the tide of 
opposition with success, while other publica- 
tions of equal, if-not superior merit, have been 
discontinued, in this section of our state. This 
is now the only work of the kind published 
west of the Hudson, and feeling it to be impor- 
tant that it should be continued, we confident- 
ly look to God and a generous public, for aid 
and encouragement in the further prosecution 
ef our labors.—£ditor. 


INVESTIGATION, 

It has been suggested by some of our ac- 
quaintance, that a Society, for the investiga- 
tion and establishment of gospel truth; if estab- 
-lished, and judiciously conducted, would be of 
essential service to the inhabitants of this vil- 
lage. Nothing can be more evident, ‘than that 
truth whatever it may be, will have a salutary 
effect on the.mind when received as such; and 
it is equally susceptible of demonstration, that 
truth loses nothing by investigation. -It has, 
however, been the prevuiling sin of many, to 
endeavor, in every possible manner, to stifle 
inquiry, and prevent an investigation of the 
scriptures, and various objections have been 
urged against the formation of societies for the 
purposes above mentioned ; but experience de- 
monstrates, that they have been productive of 
much good. In the cities of New-York and 
Philadelphia, societies of the above description, 
have long been in successful operation; and 
there are not wanting men of talents and liber- 
ality in this place qualified to render such an 
undertaking both amusing and instructive.— 
Should this article meet the eye of any one, 
favorable to such a measure, he would confer 
a favor by suggesting some proper plan for its 








organization, and any other measures @ouclu- 
sive to the more general diffusion of light and 
truth. Should no one eise take the subject in 
hand, we may, at some future time, be more 
particular. ; 





(> No subscription will in future be recciv- 
ed for the Gospel Advocate for a less term 
than one year. Experience has urged to this 
decision, which will be strictly ‘adhered to in 
every case. 





The following lines were prepared for the 
Carrier of the Gospel Advocate, a son of the 
Editor, eight years old. This fact is men- 
tioned as an apology for their simplicity.— 
Jan. 1. 1826. 


WHEW YEAR'S ADDRESS. 
I 
Beneath the smiles of heaven’s Eternal King, 
My youthful feet have oft presumed to bring 
The tidings of the Gospel to your door, 
Which brings salvation to the humble poor. 


I 
Pleasant my task has been to serve the Lord, 


Who feeds our souls with blessings from his’ 


word, 
His mercies ever new, his glory bright, 
His Love demands our songs of pure delight. 


II 
When once chaotic darkness reigned 
Thro’ this wide spacious earth, 
Th’ omnific God the word proclaimed, 
That gave to order birth. 


Iv 
The land appeared, the hills stood fast. 
The ocean lav’d the shore, E 
The Sun dispell’d the chilling blast, 
And darkness reigned no more. - 


v 
At length a nobler work began 
The earth the rorm supplied, 
Gop breathed the sout,—and call’d it man; 
And bless’d him with a bride. | 


cece VI 
The beauteous pair, thus made, and place; 
Beneath the orbs on high, 
Weresoon by sin and wo defaced, 
And doom’d, alas! to die! 


Vu. 
Their offspring, clothed in mortal clay, 
To sin’s delusions prone, 
Have, like their parents, lost their way, 
And from their Father gone. 


vill 
But, O, the power of Grace and Love, 
That in our Saviour shine ! 
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Down from the realms ofbliss above, 
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' Fie came, with gifts divine. 


IX 
To save our erring, wretched race,, | 
From siv, and grief, and pain, 
He came, enrobed in shining grace, 
Nor did he come in vain. | 


x. 

The rich bequest, thus kindly given. 
To all who need his grace, 

Demands the praise of all in heaven, 
On earth good will and peace. 


XI 
Angels have sung this song of praise.. 
’. May earth delighted join, 
And all the blissful anthem rise 
To Christ, the Lord divine. 
mr f 
Let hoary age begin the song 
Of God’s redeeming love, 
And let my youthful lips prolong 
The strains inspired above. 


xl 
ind may successive blessings cheer 
“Pach sinner’s rugged way, 
And each retugning “ happy year,” 
Be brighit.with mercy’s ray. 


XIV 
May health, and peace, and quict rest, 
Each patron’s heart delight, 
Till au shall be supremely blest. 
And ALL in praise unite. 


XV 
And, when old Time shall be no more, 

And sin no more reign here, 
May men with apgels God adore, 

In heaven, an ENDLESS year.— 
FS ____________-_ ______________} 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


THE REASONABLENESS OF CHRIS- 
TIANITY. 


All the precepts of christianity are reasona- 
ble and wise, requiring such duties as are suit- 
able to the light of nature, and as approve them- 
selves to the best reason of mankind ; such as | 
have their foundation in the nature of God, and | 
are an imitation of the divine excellences ; such | 
as tend to the perfection of human nature, and | 
to raise the minds of men to the highest pitch | 
of goodnes and virtue. ‘They command nothing » 
that is unnecessary, they omit nothing that may | 
tend to the glory, or the welfare of man, nor do | 
they restrain us in any thing but what is con-| 
trary to the regular inclinations of nature, or“ 
to our reason, and true interest; they forbid | 
us nothing but what is base and unworthy to. 
serve our humors and passions, to make our-; 
selves fools and beasts. In a word, they re- 








strain us in nothing but what teuds to our pri- 
vate harm, or prejudice, to public disorder and 
confusion.— Tillotson. 





RELIGION THAT IS VAIN, 

Mr. Reeve, Missionary to India, states :— 

“The time the Hindoos devote to the ador- 
ation of their idols ought to make Christians 
blush for themselves. Scme of their process- 
ions hold from five o’clock in the afternoon un- 
tilthree o’clock the next morning, and there 
are frequently 20,000 persons in those process- 
ions, carrying their idols, with dancing and 
songs, from strect to street. They also go to 
considerable expense, and a Hiudoo temple 
frequently receives offerings which amount in 
value to the sum of £20,000 yearly.” 

The above extract furnishes another striking 
evidence that devoting a great deal of time to 
religion, and making a multitude of offerings, 
are no proof that the persons who do these 
things have any true religion. The Pharisees 
were abundant in their prayers, offerings, 
and religious services, and perhaps no people 
were ever more entirely destitute of every par- 
|ticle of pure and genuine religion. At this ve- 
ry period, persons who are always running to 
religious meetings, attending missionary, tra¢t, 
and other associations, and give abundantly to 
these institutions, and to their-priests, are any 
thing else but true christians and humble follow- 
ers of Jesus Christ. There is more of pride, 
seeking for wordly honor, pharisaism, and vain- 
glory, in these works and performances than 
there is of the religion of Jesus Christ. 

[ Reformer. 


y ON JUDGING JUSTLY. 

} A perfectly just and sound mind is a rare and 
invaluable gift. But it is still more unusual to 
see such a mind unbiassed in all its actions.— 
God has given this soundness of mindto few; 
and a very small number of those few escape 
the bias of some predilection, perhaps habitu- 
ally operating ; and none are, at all times, per- 
fectly free. I once saw this subject forcibly il- 
lustrated, A watchmaker told me that a gen- 
tleman had put an exquisite watch into his hands, 
that went irregularly. It wasas perfect a piece 
of work as was ever made. He took it to pie- 
ces and put it together again twenty times. No 
manner of defect was to be discovered, and yet 
the watch went intolerably. At last it struck 
him; that, possibly, the balance wheel might 
have been néar a magnet. On applying a nec- 
dle to it he found his suspicions true. Here 
was all the mischief. The steel work in the 
other parts of the watch had a perpetual influ- 
ence on its motions ; and the watch went as well 
as possible with a new wheel. If the soundest 
miud be MAGNETIZED by any predilection, it 
must act irregularly. 





Cecil, 
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